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WHEREAS, in areas where resource conditions for wildlife habitat can 
be improved by using fire under prescription and where plans have been 
approved for this purpose, it is appropriate to consider wildlife habitat 
in suppression decisions; and 
WHEREAS, in 1978 the Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture changed its policy of suppressing all fires by 10:00 a.m. that follow- 
ing day to provide well planned and executed fire use programs that are 
cost-effective and responsive to land and resource management goals and 
objectives; and 
WHEREAS, the positive benefits of this policy’s application during 
1979’s fire season have been criticized by some segments of the public; 
and 
WHEREAS, the net effects of the fires burning in 1979 under this 
policy met and enhanced wildlife objectives; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International Asso- 
ciation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies commends the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Forest Service for this policy change and its bene- 
fits to wildlife; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies is in full support of the fire management policy 
which ties suppression action to land and resource management goals and 
objectives. 
Resolution No. 21 
Change in Classification of Experimental 
Threatened & Endangered Populations 
WHEREAS, many animals and plants are listed as endangered or 
threatened under the Endangered Species Act; and 
WHEREAS, transplants within historic and unoccupied ranges may be a 
feasible and desirable management option designed to enchance these 
species; and 
WHEREAS, State wildlife agencies have endorsed and cooperated in 
such relocations with the understanding that such relocations would be 
treated as experimental and not come under the full provisions accorded 
endangered species; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies requests the Fish and Wildlife 
Service to explore the legal basis for rapid implementation of policy and 
regulations that: 
(1) Declares experimental populations as “unlisted” under the Act. 
(2) Permits management of all species in the experimental area. 
(3) Exempts such populations from critical habitat designation. 
AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Endangered Species Act 
prohibitions and penalties against unauthorized possession, taking, and 
related actions shall still apply. 
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